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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

fxl 



'BoxNo.1 
Box No. n 
Box No. m 
Box No. IV 
Box No. V 

BoxNo.Na 
Box No. VII 
BoxNo.Vni 



Basis of the opinion 

Priority • ( 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436iff.l(aXi) with regard to novelty, inventive step or nidustrial q)plicabilit^, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 



Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international q)plicatiQn 



FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is nude, fliis opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the International 
Preliminary Examining Audioiity C'IPEA") excq« that diis does not apply wfaere'the ^)plicant chooses an Audiority odier than dus one to 
be the IPEA and die chosen IPEA has notified die International Bureau under Rule 66.\bisQy) that written opmions of diis International 
Searching Audiority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of die IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, witii amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form ^ 
PCT/ISA/220 or before die expiration of 22 mondis fiom die priority date, whichever expires later. 
For fiufher options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 



3. For furdier details, see notes to Fomi PCT/ISA/220. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCmNG AUTHORITY 



Inteixiational application No. 
£Cr/NZ2004/000228 



J3ox No. I Basis of the opinion 

i:' Witii regaid to ihe language^ this opinion lias been established on the basis of the international plication in die language in 
which it was fUed, unless o^erwise indicated under this item. 

[ I This opinion 1ms been established on the basis of a translation firom^ original 1^^ 

the following language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

i . 

& type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

\ I table(s) related to the sequence listii^ 

b. format of material 

[~| in written format 

I I in con^)uter readable form 

C. time of fiHn^ fii mtfthiTig ^- 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in conqsuter readable form. 

I I fluiushedsubsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or fumishedy the required statements &at the information in tiie subsequent or additional copies is identical to that 
in the apptijcation as filed or does not go beyond appUcation as filed, as ai^ro^^ 

4. Additional comments: 



Fon9 PCT/ISA/237 (flax No. I) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application I^o. 



PCT/NZ2004/000228 



[ No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l{a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



InvCTtive step (IS) 



Claims 12, 17, 21-22, 3«7, 45-49, 51-56, 59-60, 63^5, 67, 70-79, 84 YES 

Claims 1-11,13-16,18-20,23-34,38-44,50,57-58,61-62,66,68-69,80-83 NO 

Claims YES 

Claims 1-84 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-84 YES 

Claims . NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

- Dl : EP I 288 795 Al (BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS), 5 March 2003 

- D2: H. Kautz et al, Referral Web: Combining Social Networks and Collaborative Filtering, March 1997 
. D3: US 6,430,558 Bl (DELANO), 6 August 2002 

- D4: J. M. Pujol et al, Porqpine: A Peer-to-Peer Search Engine, 1 May 2004 

NOVELTY nsn claims 1-1 L 13-16, 18-20, 23-34. 38-44. 50. 57-58. 61-62, 66. 68^9. 80-83 " 

Qaims 1-11, 13-16, 18-20, 23-34, 38^, 50, 57-58, 61-62, 66, 68-69 and 80-83: These claims lack novelty in 
conq)arisQn to document Dl, which.discloses all die claims* features. 

Claim 1 , at least This claim also lacks novelty in conq)arison to D2. 
INVENTIVE STEP flS) claims 1-84 

Claims 1-1 1, 13-16, 18-20, 23-34, 38^, 50, 57-58, 61-62, 66, 68-69 and 80-83: As above. ( 

Claims 1-84: These elaims do not involve an inventive step in light of Dl. When not disclosed in that citation, 
then: features merely define well Icnown features in the art, or inq)lemmtation details which would be obvious to 
a skiUed addressee. 



The claimed invention is inventively distinguished from the remaining citations (D3-D4) in fliat it uses a social 
network to enhance the search results. While D3 and D4 use collaborative filtering to enhance the search, they 
appear to do so anonymously, rathor than by using the user's social network. 



Fonn PCr/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 
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biteniationai application No. 



PCT7NZ2004/000228 



.) No. vm Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on die question whether the claims are My 
supported by the description, are made: 



Claim 84 lacks clarity. It is unclear what the clause search engine as described above" is referring to. 



Fom PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. VOX) (Januaiy 2004) 



